
 

Military Court 

On the use of Military Court, Thailand wishes to clarify that only a limited 

number of offences that have made civilians subject to the Military Court. They are those 

accused of committing serious offences such as the offences related to weapons and firearms 

that are exclusively used in warfare, offences against the King, the Queen, the Heir-Apparent 

and the Regent, against the internal security of the Kingdom, and other offences as stipulated 

in the NCPO’s Orders. 

Taking into account the seriousness and sensitivities of such crimes, the judges 

in the Military Court must make their decision with even more careful consideration. As of 

today, the highest number of cases submitted to the Military Court involves the possession or 

the use of heavy firearms, ammunition or explosive substance that are used in warfare. Since 

May 2014, these cases have accounted as high as 93 per cent of all cases submitted in the 

Military Court. 

So please rest assured that during this political transitional period, the use of 

the Military Court to trial civilians is limited and based on the real necessity of the situation 

in the country. 

The defendants before the Military Court are also subject to the same set of 

rights as those who appear before the civilian courts.  

The Military Court must comply with the Criminal Procedure Code, which 

guarantees the right to fair trial and the rights of the defendants in accordance with 

international standards when putting civilians on trial. 

All the judges in the Military Court must have practiced law within military 

judicial system no less than 20 years. They are required to have the same set of knowledge 

and expertise in criminal law as the judges in civilian court. This is given the fact that in 

normal times, the Military Court jurisdiction also covers the same set of crimes as in civilian 

criminal court, but only as committed or allegedly so by military personnel. 

 



All judges at the Military Court are also trained on human rights provided by 

various partners including the National Human Rights Commission. 

The right to fair and public hearing by independent tribunal is guaranteed. The 

defendants are entitled to the right to legal counsel. The Court shall never launch any 

proceedings if the defendants are not represented by an appropriate lawyer. The Court is 

required to find the suitable legal representation for any defendants who cannot find one for 

their own. The right to bail is also available and the request for bail is considered on the same 

basis as in the civilian court. Many cases that are of the public attention have been attended, 

not only by the defendants’ relatives, but also civil society and human rights organizations. 

However, a limited number of hearing sessions cannot be made public due to the safety of 

those who testify, or sensitivities surrounding the cases. 

In sum, the use of the military court is limited in terms of offences, the judges 

are equipped with similar knowledge and experiences including human rights, and the 

defendants are entitled to same set of rights as in ordinary court. This is to ensure the right to 

fair trial in the judicial proceeding during this political transition of the country. 


